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With considerable solicitude, we this day issue the first of interest, to persons residing in those states. To natives 


number of Tur Ree1ster. From the nature of the 
work, it is impossible that its character can be determin- 
ed by an inspection of a single number; several must be 
issued before the whole plan of it will be fuliy develop- 
ed. Our design has not been to render the present num- 
ber the most attractive. We have selected those articles 


which happened to be the most convenient—indeed we 


of this state, who have been induced to settle there, or 
elsewhere, and who have not lost their attachment to 
their native soil, it must be desirable to know what is 
passing at home. Without further introduction, we sub- 
mit the Register to a candid public; promising, on our 
part, every exertion to render it useful—and hoping 
from them the encouragement necessary to its continu- 


have experienced no little difficulty, amongst the mass of | ance. 


materials, to determine with which to commence. We 
hope, therefore, our readers will not make a hasty de- 
cision upon the merits of the publication—but defer it 
until several numbers shall have appeared. _ It is also to 
be recollected, that the Register is designed to be a 
work to be referred to hereafter, and to be permanently 
useful, rather than to be merely amusing for the present 
moment. We are aware, that as in this respect, it differs 
from the character of most publications of the present 
day—to a large class of readers it must prove uninterest- 
ing; but still we have too much confidence in the judg- 
ment and good sense of the public, not to believe that 
our services will be duly appreciated. Many of our friends 
have expressed their fears that the design is too limited, 
and ought to embrace a larger section of our country— 
our object in this respect has been to render it a sTaTE 
work. Weare naturally most interested with whatever 
more immediately affects us. Our attachments are 
strongest to the place and state which gave us birth, or 
in which are our homes, and our business; and we can- 
not but feel a pride, in seeing that state or place, rising 
into importance; and commanding the attention and 
admiration of others. While, therefore, other states are 
employing every method, to render the advantages and 
resources which they possess, generally known, it is in. 
cumbent on us, to exhibit to the world, the advances we 
have made; the improvements we are contemplating and 
pursuing; and the future eminence to which we are 
destined. We appeal, therefore, to this national feeling, 
which ought to exist in the breast of every Pennsylva- 
nian; and trust, that while our exertions are making, to 
advance the interests and the honour of our state, we 
shali meet with the patronage necessary to continue and 
support this work. To the man of liberal views and 
feelings, every where, and especially to those who occu- 
py public stations, it must prove useful and interesting. 
And though our views have a particular reference to 
this state, yet, as in its infancy it was connected with, 
and its interests may still be affected by proceedings in 
several of our neighboring states, we shall necessarily, 
occasionally, introduce documents and facts respecting 
the states of New York, New Jersey, Delaware and Mary- 
land, which will render the Register, not altogether void 








For the benefit of those who. have not seen our pros- 
pectus, we make the following extracts from it, exhibit- 
ing a brief sketch of the plan upon which it is intended 
to be conducted. 


It will be a depository for every kind of useful informa- 
tion respecting the state of Pennsylvania, and will em- 
brace— 

State Papers and Public Documents. 

Facts and Documents relative to the carly settlement 
and progressive improvements of the State. 

Indian History, Treaties, Anecdotes, and Antiquities. 

Revolutionary Documents, Anecdotes, and Facts. 


Tables and Comparative views of the Finances, Com- 
merce, Manufactures, and Agriculture of the State. 

Topographical descriptions of the Cities, Towns, and 
Counties. 

Biographical Memoirs, Anecdotes, and interesting 
Letters of Men who have distinguished themselves 
in the State. 

Reports, Documents, and Facts, relative to the rise, 
progress, and present state of Internal Improve- 
ments, 

Reports (entire or partial) of the various Benevolent, 
Scientific, Literary, and Religious Societies—exhi- 
biting their rise, progress, receipts, expenditures, 
and such other facts as are calculated to show their 
relative importance and usefulness: particular atten- 
tion will be given to the institutions devoted to the 
support, employment, or education of the poor—or 
to the reformation or punishment of the criminal. 

Proceedings of the Legislature, and City Councils, 

Interesting legal decisions. 

Meteorological Tables—Facts and Comparative Views 
of the Climate. 

Bills of Mortality—Tabular and Comparative State- 
ments of Population. 

So much of the proceedings of Congress, and Speech- 
es of Members from this State, as have a more im- 
mediate influence on the interests of the State. 

Mineralogical Notices—Natural History of the State. 

Essays, original and selected, furnishing plans or views 
for the improvement of the State or City. 

On the subject of Politics, only such facts will be 
given as are necessary to a complete History of the 
State—entirely avoiding controversy, which may be 
offensive to any party. 

Chronicle of events occurring in the State. 


TERMS.—The Register will be published once a 
week, in an octavo form, ona sheet of imperial paper— 
containing 16 pages—forming two volumes a year, cach 
volume to be accompanied with a complete Index. 
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It will be delivered to subscribers, in the city, on 
every Saturday; and be forwarded to those at a distance 
by the first mail after publication. 

The price, to subscribers, will be five dollars per an- 
num—payable by those resident in the city and neigh- 
bourhood, and in places where the editor may have an 
agent, in six months from the commencement of the 
publication, and annually thereafter—other subscribers 
to pay in advance. 

Should sufficient encouragement be afforded—the 
work will be accompanied by engraved views of the 
principal public buildings which may be described. 


We take the liberty of forwarding this number, and 
perhaps also will transmit a few of the subsequent ones, 
to gentlemen in different parts of the state, to afford them 
an opportunity of becoming acquainted with the exist- 
ence and nature of the work, and with the hope that 
they will favor us with their names. Should they feel in- 
clined to do so, they are requested to direct a line to the 
Editor, No. 51 Filbert street, Philadelphia; with informa. 
tion how the papers are to be forwarded. We would 
observe further, that as the work is intended to be pre- 
served, and it is desirable to have the numbers from 
the commencement, the sooner they forward their 
names, the greater the probability that they can be sup- 
plied. We have printed only a limited number for this 
purpose. 

We will feel obliged by communications from gentle- 
men throughout the state, on any subject calculated to 
throw light upon its history—or of general interest. 

The commencement of every work is liable to some 
irregularities; ifany of our subscribers are not furnished 
with their papers, they will, on application at the Print- 
ing Office of W. F. Geddes, Locust street—or to the 
Editor, be supplied. 

CHRONOLOGICAL SKETCH OF EVENTS PRIOR 
TO 1682. 


As we design to publish some documents respecting 
this section of country, previous to the arrival of Penn, 
and, as to most persons very little more is known of 
the transactions of that period, than that a few Dutch 
and Swedes were found here; we have concluded to 
make a hasty chronological sketch of the events of that 
time—believing that the documents, to be hereafter 
given, will be better understood by connecting them 
with the general history of the times in which they oc- 
curred—especially, as in a work like the present, we 
do not intend to be always confined by dates. 


1584. Sir Walter Raleigh obtained a patent from 
Queen Elizabeth, granting ‘to him, his heirs 
and assigns, forever, free liberty and license, 
from time to time, and at all times forever 
hereafter, to discover, search, find out, and 
view, such remote heathen and barbarous coun- 
tries and territories, not actually possessed by 
any christian prince, nor inhabited by chris- 
tian people, as to him shall seem good,” to 
have and enjoy forever. 

1606. King James, without any regard to Raleigh’s 

April 10. right, granted a new patent of Virginia; (as the 
whole country was called,) in which were in- 
cluded New England, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania and Maryland. The extent of 
land granted was from 34 to 45 degrees north 
latitude; with all the islands, lying within 100 
miles of the coast. Two Colonies were to be 
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1609. 


1610. 


1621. 


1627. 


1630. 


1631. 











planted. The first, ‘‘ The London Company,” 
was to reach from 34 to 41°. The second, or 
‘Plymouth Company,” was to extend from the 
end of the. first, to 45° north latitude. The 
London Company fitted out several ships, and. 
arrived aud planted a Colony; but being com- 
plained of for bad management, a quo warranto 
was issued, in 1625, against the patent, and it 
was declared forfeited to the crown. The 
Plymouth Colony effected a settlement in 1620. 


. Notwithstanding the ancient right of the crown 


of England—New Jersey and Pennsylvania, 
and other lands adjacent, had two pretenders, 
the Dutch and Swedes. 

{Holme, in his History of New Sweden, 
(1702) says, that Delaware Bay was discovered 
this year; and that it was named after Mons. de 
la Ware, one of the Captains under Jacques 
Chartiers—that its native name was Poutaxat. ] 

The Dutch claimed, under color of a dis- 
covery made this year, by Henry Hudson, an 
Englishman, commander of a ship called the 
Half Moon, fitted out from Holland, by the East 
India Company, to discover, by a North West 
passage, a nearer way to China. 

This year Delaware Bay was discovered, by 
Thomas West, [Lord Delaware,] who named 
it after himself. 

The Dutch government, having purchased 
the right of Hudson’s discoveries, incorporated 
acompany for trading to the country—to all 
which, from New York to the Delaware, they 
gave the name of New Netherlands. 

The Dutch take possession of the Delaware, 
calling it Zuydt, or South River—and build 
Fort Nassau, at, or near Gloucester, on the 
Jersey shore. 

This year the Swedes and Finns arrive; hav- 
ing been induced to it by the representations 
of an eminent merchant, named William Use- 
ling, who had previously visited the country. 
They landed at the interior Cape, and named 
it Point Paradise—it is said, they purchased of 
some Indians, all the lands on both sides of the 
river, (which they called New Swedeland 
Stream, ) as far as the falls of Delaware. 

The Dutch, continuing their pretensions, 
David Pietersz de vries, their countryman, 
built a fort, within the Capes, on the west, 
about two leagues above Capé Cornelius—at 
the place now called Lewistown, then named 
Hoarkill—(a pamphlet, entitled New Albion, 
says, this creek was called by the English 
Roymount—and by the Indians Cui Achomoca. 

The Swedes built a fort on Manquas creek, 
and called it after their queen, Christiana; here 
their engineer, Peter Lindstrom, laid out a 
small town, which was their first settlement; 
and which was afterwards demolished by the 
Dutch. 

The Swedes also, this year, built another 
fort on Tinnicum Island, 16 miles above Chris- 
tiana, which they named New Gottenburgh— 
here their Governor Jno. Printz, built a fine 
house, &c. planted an orchard, and called his 
settlement Printz Hall.—The principal freemen 
had, also, their plantations on this Island.— 
About this time, they built forts at Chester and 
other places. 

This year, the ambassador of Sweden, chan- 
cellor Oxesteim, applied to King Charles I. to 
yield up the right of the English, claimed by 
being first discoverers; which the Swedes as- 
sert was accordingly done—and that they had 
also purchased from the Dutch all their preten- 
tions. But it appears, that shortly after, the 
Dutch disturbed the Swedes, and both together 
joined to dispossess the English, who also 
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1638. 


1640. 


1642. 


attempted to settle the Eastern side of the 
Delaware. One Keift, a director under the 
States of Holland, assisted by the Swedes, 
drove the English away; and hired the Swedes 
to keep them out. 

About this time Fort Elsinburgh was built 
by.the Swedes, on the place from which the 
English had been driven—and from which they 
used great freedom with their vessels, by boar- 
ding them. Here, however, the Swedes did 
not long remain, owing to the annoyance of 
the moschettoes; they accordingly removed, 
and named the place Musketoe-burgh. 

The Dutch assert their right to the country 
on the Delaware, as appears by a letter of Gov. 
Keift, to P. Minuitts, governor of New Swe- 
den, in which he asserts “that the whole South 
river of New Netherland, had been in Dutch 
possession many years, above and below beset 
with forts, and sealed with blood. 

It appears, that this year “a large purchase, 
for a number of plantations, was made for £30 
sterling, by Captain Nathaniel Turner, agent 
for New Haven, on both sides of Delaware 
Bay or river; with a view to trade, and for the 
settlement of churches in gospel order and 
purity. The colony of New Haven erected 
trading houses upon the lands, and sent nearly 
fifty families to make settlements upon them;: 
the settlements were made under the jurisdic- 
tion of New Haven, ‘‘and in close combination 
with that colony, in all their fundamental 
articles.”—T'rumbull’s Conn. 

The Dutch seem to have been muchirritated 
by this settlement from New Haven; and Gov. 
Keift, “without any legal protest or warning, 
dispatched an armed force, and with great 
hostility burned the English trading houses. 
Violently seized, and for a time detained their 
goods, and would not give them time to take 
an inventory of them. They also took the 
Company’s boat, and a number of the English 
planters, and kept them as prisoners. The 
damages done the English, at Delaware, were 
estimated at. £1000 sterling. This year, also, 
the Swedish government and Dutch agent, | 
uniting in a crafty design against Mr. Lamber- 
ton, a principal gentleman of New Haven, | 
made an injurious attempt upon his life. They 
accused him of having joined in a plot with the 
Indians, to cut off the Swedes and the Dutch. 
They attempted,,by giving his men strofig 
drink, and by threatenings, and allurements, to 
influence them to bear testimony against him; 
they proceeded so far as to imprison and try 
him for treason. Notwithstanding they were 
both his judges and accusers—they could find 


_no evidence against him; they arbitrarily im- 


1646. 


posed a fine upon him, for trading at Delaware, 
though within the limits of the purchase, and 


hatoes, in the capacity of an agent for New 
Haven, the Dutch governor (Keift) by force 
and threatenings, compelled him to give an 
account of all his beaver within the limits of 
New Haven, at Delaware, and to pay an impost 
upon the whole. The Dutch did other dama- 
ges, and insulted the English in various other 
mstances. Both New Haven and Connecticut, 
from year to year remonstrated, but could ob- 
tain no redress. 

This year, also, Keift fitted out two sloops, 
to drive away the colonists, from Maryland, 
who had settled on Schuylkill. 

The Swedes erect achurch, of wood, at 


Sept. 4. Tinnicum. At this time they had several set- 


tlements higher up the river; and a few forts 


| 

} 
jurisdiction of New Haven. At another time, 
when Mr. Lamberton was occasionally at Man- 





1649. 


1651 
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viz. at Korsholin, or Passayinganother on 
Manajung, (Schuylkill;)—one at Chinsessing, 
(Kingsess. ) 

Ata meeting of Commissioners at Boston, 
Gov. Eaton, in behalf of the N. Haven-colany, | 
proposed that effectual measures might be im- 
mediately adopted for the settlement of Dela- 
ware Bay. The title which the merchants had 
by virtue of fair purchases from the Indians, 
was laid before them. The Commissioners de- 
cided it would not be prudent at that time to 
encourage the settlement, from the danger of 
involving the colonies in a war, and having 
scarcely men enough at home for their own de- 
fence. It*wvas therefore recommended to the 
merchants and gentlemen at New Haven either 
to settle or make sale of the lands which they 
had. The commissioners resolved, that if any 
persons in the united colonies shouid attempt, 
without their consent, to make settlements on 
the lands, or to do any thing injurious to the 
rights of the purchasers, that they would nei- 
ther own nor protect them in their unjust at- 
tempts. 

The Dutch erected a trading house on the 
present scite of New Castle. The Swedish 
Goy. Printz protested, and was disregarded. 
Risingh,his successor, came before the fortress, 
fired a salute and ianded thirty men, who were 
entertained by the commander as friends; but 
discovering the weakness of the garrison, seiz- 
ed upon it, and compelled the people to swear 
allegiance to the queen. 

This year also “fifty men from New Haven 
and ‘Tohoket, made preparations to settle their 
lands at Delaware. ‘This spring, they hired 
a vessel to transport themselves and their ef- 
fects into those paits. ‘They had a commission 
from Gov. Eaton, and he wrote an amicable 
letter tothe Dutch governor, acquainting him 
with their design, assuring him that according 
to their agreement at Hartford, in 1650, they 
would settle upon their own lands and give no 
disturbance to their neighbours;”’ but no sooner 
had Gov. Stuy ve sant received the letters, than 
he arrested the bearers and committed them to 
close confinement under guard. ‘Then sending 
for the master of the vessel to come on shore 
that he might speak with him, he arrested and 
committed him; others as they came on shore 
to visit and assist their neighbours, were con- 
fined with them. The Dutch governor desired 
to see their commission, promising it should be 
returned when he had taken a copy; but when 
demanded of him, he would not return it to 
them, nor would he release the men from con- 
finement, until] he had forced them to give it 
under their hands, that they would not prose- 
cute their voyage, but without loss of time re- 
turn to New Haven. He threatened if he 
should afterwards find any of them at Delaware 
he would not only seize their goods, but send 
them prisoners to Holland. Petitions were pre- 
sented to the commissioners seeking their in- 
terference, and they remonstrated with the 
Dutch governor, and at the same time for the 
encouragement of the petitioners, they resolv- 
ed, that if at any time within 12 months, they 
should attempt the settlement of their lands at 
Delaware, and at their own charge, transport 
a hundred and fifty or at least one hundred 
men well armed, with a good vessel or vessels 
for such an enterprize, with a sufficient quan- 
tity of ammunition, and waranted by a commis- 
sion of authority at New Haven, that then, if 
they should meet with any opposition from the 
Dutch or Swedes, they would still afford them 
a sufficient force for their defence. ‘They also 
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1653. 


1654. 
June 17. 


1655. 
Sept. 9. 


Sept. 16. 


Sept. 25. 


1656. 
1664. 


1672. 


1680. 


1681. 


March 4. 





resolved, that all English planters at Delaware, 
either from New Haven or any other ofthe united 
colonies, should be under the jurisdiction of 
New Haven. 

The people of New Haven apply to Capt. 
Mason to remove with them to Delaware, and 
take on him the management of the company, 
and made him very liberal offers; but the ge- 
neral court would not consent to his going, 
unanimously desiring him to entertain no 
thoughts of changing his situation. This ap- 
pears to have prevented his going and to have 
frustrated the design. 

A meeting of **ten of the sachermmans” of the 
Indian chiefs ‘tat Prince Mall, on Tinnicum,” 
“They complained that the Swedes had brought 
in with them much evil, because so many of 
them are since dead and expired; but one of 
the chiefs named Naoman, after having received 
presents, ‘‘rebuked the rest, and said they had 
spoken evil of the Swedes and done them 
harm, and that they should do so no more, for 
they were a good people.” 

The Dutch this year fitted out seven vessels 
from New Amsterdam, with 6 or 700 men, who 
in the summer, under the command of Stuy- 
vesant, came up the Delaware and took their 
quarters at Elsinburg, where théy made the 
Swedes prisoners; they next sailed to a fort 
called Holy Trinity; having landed their men 
at a point near the place and entrenched them- 
selves. They demanded a surrender of the 
fort; they obtained possession; took down the 
Swedes’ flag and hoisted their own, and sent 
the Swedish prisoners on board their vessels. 
This fort was considered the key to New Swe- 
den. On the 25th of September they besieged 
Christiana, which surrendered, and afterwards 
destroyed New Gottenburgh. The seige it is 
said continued 14 days, when the Swedes were 
ebliged to surrender, being in want of ammu- 
nition. Thus the Dutch became in possession 
of all the country on the west side of the Dela- 
ware, which was for a time governed by depu- 
ties of the company’s Director-general of New 
Amsterdam. ‘This conduct of the Dutch was 
protested against by ‘the Swedish Resident at 
the Hague, as appears by his note to the States- 
general, dated 22d March, 1656. 

Charles 2d of England, determining to dis- 
possess the Dutch, gave a patent to his brother 
the Duke of York, for a large tract of land in- 
cluding all the country known by the name of 
New Netherlands; who directed an expedition 
of 4 ships and 300 men, commanded by Capt. 
Nicolls; after getting possession of the fort at 
New Amsterdam from Stuyvesant, he sent Sir 
Rober Carr with the ships to the Delaware, who 
finding no opposition, took possession of New 
Amsterdam, now Newcastle—Nicolls was ap- 
pointed governor and acted till 1688, when he 
was succeeded by Carr. The English and 
Dutch being at war, the latter sent a few ships 
against New York. The commander through 
treachery surrendered the fort without resist- 
ance. Delaware again soon changed masters, 
but was in a few months, by a treaty of peace 
restored to the English, and Captains Cantwell 
and Tom deputed by the governor of New 
York to take possession of the country on the 
Delaware. 

Wm. Penn petitions King Charles 2d for a 
tract of land lying north of the patent previ- 
ously granted to Lord Baltimore, bounded by 
the Delaware on the east. 

Letters patent to William Penn, under the 
great seal. 
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May. Penn sent Markham to take possession, and 
this year three ships sailed from England with 
settlers, two of which arrived this year and the 
other the year following. 

1682.-June. Wm. Penn himself’ arrives. 





The following curious document was found among the 
numerous MSS. left by the editor’s father, the late Ebe- 
nezer Hazard, being a part of his collection towards ma- 
terials for a third volume of * Historical Collections,”” 
of which he published two volumes in 1792 and 1794. 
It is in his hand writing, and appears to be a translation 
of part of a work published in Amsterdam in 1651, en- 
titled, *‘ Beschrijving Van Virginie, Neiu Nederland, 
&c.—A description of Virginia, New Netherland, &c.— 
p- 37. As it contains a description of the early settle- 
ments along the Delaware, at least thirty years previous 
to the arrival of Wm. Penn, we have thought it would 
amuse such of our readers as have a fondness for what- 
ever relates to the ‘* olden times” of our state. 


Or tae SOUTH BAY® ann SOUTH RIVER. 

The South Bay and South River, by many called the 
second great river of New Netherland, is situated in 389 
53’, has two Capes, the northermost is called Cape May, 
the southernmost Cape Cornelius, and the Bay itself had 
the name of New-port-may, now Godyn’s Bay: these 
names were given to these places about the time of their 
first discovery, before they had any others; the disco- 
very itself was made at the same time when the North 
Rivert was discovered, by the same ship and people, 
who came tothe South Bay before they went to the 
North Bay. 

At the same time that forts were built upon the north 
and fresh rivers, since (the year 1623,) Fort Nassau was 
built on this river, commonly called the South River.— 
This fort lies on the eastern shore, it could have been as 
well situated on the western shore. Fifteen miles|| up 
the river the bay runs principally south and north, it is 
called New-port-may, or Godyn’s Bay; nine miles fur- 
ther we come to the river, which is six miles wide, so 
that we cannot see from one side to the other: on account 
of some banks it is very dangerous to those who are un- 
acquainted with it, but those who are acquainted with it 
find water enough; this bay and river have been com- 
pared by those who are fond of making comparisons, to 
the River of the Amazons. Those who have seen both, 
judge this to be one of the prettiest, best, and pleasant- 
est rivers in the world, both in itself and on uccount of 
circumstances. There are fourteen navigable creeks on 
this river, the least two or three miles in length, and on 
both sides of them plenty of flat land. Two miles from 
Cape Cornelius, as we go up the west side, lies a certain 
creek which may be deemed a small river, for it is navi- 
gable far up, and has a fine road for vessels of any bur- 
then; there is no other in the whole bay equal to it for 
goodness or situation; the right channel to sail up runs 
close by it; this place is called Hoere-kil; where this name 
came from we know not, for this place was settled anda 
colony planted here by the Netherlanders many years 
before either the English or Swedes came here. The 
States Arms were fixed up inthis place, in copper, but 
taken down by some mischievous savages; they were 
very hard pushed by the Commissary there, and he de- 
manded the head of the person who did it: the savages, 
knowing no better, brought him a head, saying it was 
that of the offender, and I suppose it was, but some 
time after this, the savages came unexpectedly, under 
the appearance of friendship, to our people as they were 
at work in the field, and having got possession of their 
arms, they fell upon them and murdered them, and of 
consequence the colony was destroyed, though bought 
* Now Delaware bay and river. + Hudson’s. 
¢ Connecticut. | Dutch miles. 
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with blood and dearly enough paid for. There is ano- 
ther creek on the eastern shore called the Varckens-kil® 
three miles from the mouth of the river; here some Eng- 
lish settled, but the Director Kieft, drove them away 
and protested against them; they received some assists 
ance from the Swedes, who had at the same time deter 
mined to keep the English out. The Swedish governor 
thinking this a good opportunity, has built a fort at this 
place which is called Elsinburgf, and here he takes 
great liberties with every one, even with the company’s 
yachts,and all that want to go up the South River, for they 
must all, without exception, strike to this fort, and he 
sends two men on board to learn where they come from: 
this is not much better than visiting them, as will appear 
in the end. Now what right these people have to do 
this we cannot tell: such an instrusion we do not under- 
stand, as that the subjects of other states, (such they 
say they are, and what commission they have we know 
not,) should assume such mastery and authority as to 
possess themselves of lands and goods which belong to 
others, and were purchased with blood, not to mention 
our charter. 

Up the river lies Maniquas-kil,+ and there the Swedes 
have built their Fort Christiana. ‘This is a well situated 
place, for there large vessels can come close to the shore 
and lade and unlade: there is another place up the river 
called Schuy]-kil, a good situation for r avigation, former- 
ly settled by the Dutch, but of this the Swedes have now 
got almost entire possession. There are also up this river 
several pretty and pleasant islands, and other places 
heretofore settled by the Dutch, (from whom also they 
got their names,) and several other things, which are 
more than sufficient arguments to prove that the river 
belongs to the Netherlanders and not to the Swedes; 
their very beginnings will prove this, for eleven years 
ago, in the year 1638, one Minne-wits, (who had the di- 
rection at the Manathans,] in behalf of the West India 
Company) came up the river with a ship called the 
Kalme-Sleutel, and a yatcht called the Vogel-Gryp, who 
told the Netherlanders who possessed the river, (in be- 
half of the company and the Lord of Nederhorst, that 
he had formerly made a voyage to the West Indies,§ and 
that he did some business with the savages, and furnished 
his vessel with water and wood, and they let him go 
away again. Some time after that, some of our people 
went there again, and found that there was a little gar- 
den made there already, containing sallads, potherbs, 
and several other things, at which they wondered much, 
asked how that happened, and whether they were re- 
solved to stay there, which they apologized for in a shuf- 
flmg evasive manner, nevertheless some presumed that 
it was so. 

The third voyage he said was to build a good fort, 
which was their intention and design: when the Director 
Kieft came to have knowledge of the affair, he protested 
against it, but in vain; they had no notion of dropping 
their design, as we saw very clearly in the sequel. It 
serves for a proof that above Maghchachansie, among the 
Sanhikans, the arms of their high mightinesses were set 
up, by order of the Director Kieft, as a token that the 
river with all the neighbouring countries and farms with 
their appurtenances, were in possesion of and belonged 
to their high mightinesses. But what profit have they 
as yet yielded? only a long continued contempt, and 
lessening their importance; for the Swedes by an over- 
bearing haughtiness, threw them down, and now 
we let it remain, so they and the aforesaid governor think 
it an heroic action. This is true, that we made several 
protests, as well against these as other things, but they 
had just as much effect as a crow’s fiying over their 
heads, and it was apprehended that if this governor had 
had a passage for his people, we should have more sport 
with him than we had with the English or any of their 
governors: and this, in short, respecting the Swedes, 





* Hog-creek. {~ Now Newcastle. 
+ Now Christiana creek. } Now New-York. 


§ The name given in that day to America in general. 
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which can be well explained by the company’s officers, 
who have all the papers, to which (besides the journals) 
we refer. 

The English have at several times tried to get this 
river, for they think they have the best title to it, but 
this has been hitherto prevented by several protests, and 
also by our violently driving them away, well knowing 
that if they once got ascttlement there, we should lose 
the river, or have a great deal of trouhle with them, if 
they should come there in large numbers. It is daily 
reported among us, and we are informed it will happen 
soon, that many English families will resort hither,* and 
it is thought that if these folks should get footing here, 
they would soon overrun the whole country in such a 
manner, that in a little time neither the Hollanders nor 
the Swedes would have any thing to say, at least we 
should be in great danger of losing the whole or the 
greatest part of the river, unless some remarkable pre- 
caution should be soon taken, and this would then be the 
fruit of our settling; for the report now is, that the Eng- 
lish will build a village and a trading house there, and in 
truth if they do begin in this manner, there is no one 
here in behalf of the company who will hinder them, or 
can possibly do it; and not longer ago than last year, 
several free people (whereofsome were amongst us who 
had and could have good friends at home) begged for a 
place to set up in, a trading house, and some breweries 
amongst the planters, upon condition that we should give 
them some suitable liberties and exemptions, but these 
were refused by the General, who said he could not do 
it, as he had no order or commission from their excel- 
lencies, his superiors, about it, but if they chose to do it 
without such freedoms, it might be winked at; and if we 
tell his excellency that we have such privileges offered 
us by the neighbours, if we will declare ourselves sub- 
jects of their government, and that in settling here we 
runa great risk from the Swedes and the English, his 
excellency answers that he knowsit,and is well convinced 
itis as we say, but that his orders from his superiors are 
such, that he cannot answer it tothem. Now we are at 
a loss what to do; but one of the two must be true, that 
is, either the Director or the Company, or both, must be 
in fault; be it as it will, one throws the blame upon the 
other, and between them every thing is going to ruin: 
strangers settle the country and fare very well, and ridi- 
cule us if we say any thing: they get privileges and ex- 
emptions, which, if our Netherlanders had and enjoyed 
as they do, without doubt, with divine assistance (with- 


| out which we can do nothing, ) we should flourish as welf 


if not better than they do. 





Vessels cleared out from Philadelphia, from 1719 to 1725 
inclusive, and built from 1722 to 1724 inclusive. 

** An account of the number of vessels with their ton- 
age (as by register,) that have been cleared out to sea 
from Philadelphia for these seven years by-past, was de- 
livered to the House by the Naval Officer, according to 
order, and is as followeth, viz. 


Year of God. Number of Vessels. Their Tonage. 
1719, November 1, 128 : 4,514 
1720 do 140 3,982 
1721 do 111 3,711 
1722 do 96 3,531 
1723 do 99 3,942 
1724 do 119 5,450 
1725 do 140 6,655 


‘* As also the number of vessels built in this port, with 
their tonage, for the following three years. 


Year when built. Number of vessels. Number of tons. 


1722 10 428 
1723 13 507 
1724 19 959” 





* This probably alludes to proposed settlements of 
English from New Haven colony, who claimed a right 
by purchase from the Indians, respecting which settle- 
ment some documents will be soon published.—Zd. 


pec rary reane~ meena 


— 


ett 


G6 COMMERCE. {Jay. 


tt i atl tt ttt tt 








of Penn. 





merce of the present day. 


Exports. 
























































COMMERCE WI iTH GREAT BRITAIN. 


The annexed table ef imports from, and exports to. 
Great Britain, is extracted, principally, from a work, en- 
titled, “The Trade of Great Britain,” by Sir Charles 
Whitworth—the residue we have supplied from Ander- 
son’s History of Commerce. 
view of probably the origin and progress of that trade, 
which occupies the most important rank in the com- 
The table commences with 
the year 1697, only about sixteen years after the landing 
Previously to this period, it is probable, the 
settlers were too much occupied with other matters, to 
engage further in commerce than to supply themselves 


It exhibits an interesting 


Excess 








with what few necessaries they required. The amount 
with which the table commences, both of imports and 
exports, is not as great as many an invoice imported, at 
the present day by individuals, The balance is uniformly 
against this country; and (towards the last_of the series) 
to an immense amount. This also appears to have been 
the case between Great Britain, and New England and 
New York. While the balance is uniformly, and very 
largely, in favour of Virginia and Maryland. The articles 
of export, from this state, at that time, were chiefly 
timber, copper ore, iron in pigs and bars, grain and 
flour. 
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UNION CANAL REPORT. 


Novemser 20, 1827. 


Annual Report of the President and Managers of the 
Union Canal Company of Pennsylvania, to the Stock- 


holders. 


In obedience to the injunction of the charter, the 
Board of the Union Canal Company now make their 
annual statement :— 

It is with great satisfaction they can say, that the Union 
Canal, which is to form the great link of communi- 
cation between the Susquehanna and Philadelphia, is 
now complete in all its parts, with the exception of the 
planking on the summit, which will be finished in ten or 
fifteen days. 

Notwithstanding difficulties and embarrassments which 
in the internal navigation of the United States are unpre- 
cedented, the Board believe that the Union Canal pre- 
sents a work of improvement, which, for economy of 
expenditure, for beauty, solidity, and adaptation to its 
purpose, will be found unequalled in our country. 

The Board will refrain at the present time from a 
minuteness of detail, as from former reports, when the 
parts of the work were incomplete, a correct opinion 
may be formed of what has been done in relation to 
locks, dams, aqueducts, tunnelling, embankments, tow- 
ing paths, bridges, waste weirs, culverts, and excava- 
tion. It may moreover be said, that the picturesque 
country through which the canal flows; the judgment 
with which it is laid out; the taste and style of beauty 
with which it is constructed, and the rational curiosity 
which is felt to see a work so intimately connected with 
the prosperity of our state and its fine metropolis, have 
attracted many of the stockholders to the place of its 
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| from thence through the State Canal to Harrisburgh, so 


as to exhibit a Union Canal Boat at the seat of govern- 

| ment, and thus remove the prejudices which now exist 

| in the minds of some, against the size and capacity of the 
boats. 

In relation to what are usually denominated the narrow 
boats of the Union Canal, the Board will remark, that 
the science and experience of the world are now enlisted 
on the side of narrow boats, as adapted to carry an ade- 
quate quantity with greater facility and economy than 

| large boats. Upon the Union Canal, ten men and ten 
boys, with ten boats and ten horses, will carry and bring: 
back 250 tons, with less labour and in less time, than 
can be done with boats which are usually denominated 
‘vide boats,” whatever may be their size. The boats 
which are constructed for the use of the Union Canal, 
and which for some time have been used upon the east- 
ern and wéstern sections, are found, by actual experi- 
ence, to be able to carry at least 26 tons, and to be ea- 
sily drawn by one horse, and passed through each lock 
in five or six minutes. 

The New-York Canal Commissioners, in their official 
report to the legislature, say, that by constructing two 
sets of locks, they can pass 1,900,000 tons annually, and 
with single locks one half that quantity. Now let us 
suppose that the locks of the Union Canal will pass 8 
boats an hour, of 25 tons each, or one every 74 minutes; 
then it follows that 200 tons will pass every hour, or 4800 
tons in 24 hours. If then the Canal is navigable but 250 
days a year, 1,200,000 tons may be passed in a single 
year. 

It will be competent, as has been heretofore stated, 
to enlarge the capacity of the Canal, by raising the banks 
and locks one foot, and boats of 40 tons each may then 


location, where all the parts have been personally in- navigate the Canal with facility, or 1,920,000 tons may 


spected. 
The Board will proceed to explain the reason why it 


was impracticable to open an extensive trade during-the | 


Ps season, and why they now confidently predict the 
enefit of an uninterruptec. navigation during the ensu- 
ing year, and thus accomplishing the most important 
step towards developing the riches of Pennsylvania, and 
giving to Philadelphia the advantages of her geographi- 
cal position in relation to the interior of our state, and 
of the western country generally, a position which will 
make her the commercial capital of that country. 

Early in the last summer, the whole canal was consi- 
dered in a state of completion, and preparations were 
making to fill the entire line with water, when unfortu- 
nately, after the passage of the first boat, the steam-en- 
gine pump, which had been constructed in Pittsburg, 


pass in asingle year. The whole commerce of all the 
| branches of the Susquehanna had been estimated at 
| 200,000 tons, and the Pennsylvania Canal Commissioners 
| say, in their report to the last legislature, that the total 
of the commerce which passes the mouth of the Juniata 
} by water, from the north and west, of a kind to be car- 
| ried on a canal in preference to the river, is 125,060 
| tons. 
| From the foregoing facts, the Board and the public 
,must be brought to the irresistible conclusion, that al- 
| though a liberal policy requires that no objection should 
| be made to the accommodation of other districts of coun- 
| try, either with rail-roads or canals, the Union Canal will 
| for many years to come, have the capacity of conveying 
| to market the whole produce of all the branches of the 
| Susquehanna. 


* 
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was broken, and the summit was found less retentive of ; The Treasurer’s account, showing the sum of $31,702 
water than had been anticipated. These unavoidable | 16 cents to be the balance of cash in his hands on the 
accidents (against the recurrence of which effectual | 1st inst. is herewith submitted, and the further sum of 
measures have been taken,) have been the prime cause | $5000 will be received in a few days, as the last instgl- 
of the unexpected delay which has taken place. ; ment due from the commonwealth, which will complete 
The steam-engine, as well ‘as the great water wheel | the whole amount subscribed under the act of 1821, by 
with the pumps, are now in perfect order, and before | the state and by individuals. 
the opening of the spring, a second water wheel, and a | In conclusion, the Board will remark, that the Union 
second steam-engine, will be in readiness, for the pur- | Canal Company are engaged in the construction of a 
pose of rendering more certain, at all times, an abun- | work which, in times that are gone by, from difficulties 
dant supply of water. financial and physical, failed in the hands of David Rit- 
The Board, taking into consideration the limestone | tenhouse, Robert Morris, and other master spirits of 


soil through which the summit is constructed, and the | Pennsylvania. Under the protecting and helping hand 
immense advantage which will result from preventing all | of the legislature, it is now on the eve of accomplish- 
filtration or soakage, have, with the advice of Canvass | ment. The unavoidable difficulties, and which may be 
White, esq. their engineer, (as will be seen by his re- chiefly ascribable to the nature of the soil, have never 
port hereto annexed, ) nearly completed the planking of | disheartened the Board, and they have been sustained 
the sides and bottom of the entire summit, and it is be- | and animated by a correspondent feeling on the part of 
lieved that the water may be admitted before the close | the Stockholders, who have at all times, when called 





of the season. Every other part of the canal, including | upon, freely paid their respective instalments. If any 


the navigable feeder, is now filled with water to the ex- | new and now unforeseen difficulties present themselves, 
tent of about cighty miles, and used for the transporta- | every resource of labour and art must be called forth to 
tion of coal, lumber, and other commodities. overcome them. The Union Canal is the hope of Phi- 

As it is hoped the State Canal will, before the close | ladelphia, and so far as the commercial greatness and the 
of the year, be navigable from Middletown to Harris- | ample revenue Philadelphia affords the state, is a matter 
burg, efforts will be made to pass a boat through the of concern, it is. the hope of Pennsylvania. Nature, by 
whole extent of the Union Canal to Middletown, and limiting the number of springs and streams of water, 
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has fixed limits to which canals can be carried from the 
Susquchanna to the commercial capital of our state, 
and it is believed that no other direct water communica- 
tion can ever be made. Every faculty must therefore be 
employed to sustain and preserve the Union Canal; and 
when the and most useful enterprise the new 
world has yet witnessed, and in which the common- 
wealth is now en when the Pennsylvania Canal 
shall have reached the shores of the Ohio and the Lakes 
the richest results to the Stockholders, and to the pub- 
lic, will be fully enjoyed. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
By order of the Board of Managers. 
SAMUEL MIFFLIN, President. 


The following gentlemen were chosen to conduct the 
affairs of the company, for the ensuing year: 

President.—Samucel Mifflin. 

Managers.—William Leliman, George Vaux, William 
Boyd, William Read, Charles Graff, John C. Stocker, 
William W. Fisher, John Gratz, Francis G. Smith, Peter 
Hahn, William Y. Birch, Samuel Baird, of Reading. 





Extract of a letter received at the Union Canal Office, 
dated, 
Lesawon, Dec. 30, 1827. 

Yesterday afternoon, the boat Susquehanna, of Le- 
banon, captain May, passed this place with a load of 
Wilkesbarre Coal, from the Susquehanna, bound for 
Philadelphia; at which place I expect she will arrive on 
the first of January. 

There is three feet depth of water in the summit: the 
supply from reservoirs, bemg more than sufficient to 
keep up that depth. - 

The navigation is now in good order, I may say per- 
fect, from Lewis’s pond on the Schulykill below Read- 
ing, to Middletown on the Susquehanna; as well as the 
navigable feeder to Jones-town on the Swatara. 

Six boats have already arrived at this place, with lum- 
ber and other articles, and to day I expect the beautiful 
boat Hummelstown Enterprise, Capt. Richards, will be 
here from that place. 


Extract from the minutes of the Board of Managers, of 
the Union Canal Company of Pennsylvania, at an ad- 
journed meeting held on the 1st inst. Wiit1am Reap, 
Esq. in the chair. 


A letter from Wiictam Leaman, superintendant of 
the works, dated Lebanon, December 30, was received 
and read, stating that the summit was now filled, and 
that the boat Susquehanna which had passed over 
westward with her load of castings, and delivered it at 
the water works on Swatara, had then taken in a load of 
Wilksbarre coal from the Susquehanna, and had passed 
the summit level on her way eastward, and may be ex- 
pected to arrive in this city this evening; and that the 
navigation of the Union Canal throughout its whole 
length, from Middletown on the Susquehanna, to the 
Schuylkill below Reading, and the navigable feeder are 
now in complete order. 

On receiving this important intelligence the Board 
experience the most lively sensations of satisfaction, 
being fully persuaded that under the favour of provi- 
dence they have been enabled to accomplish a most 
arduous undertaking, which in utility and importance 
to the state of Pennsylvania and to the city of Philadel- 
phia, can never be surpassed. 

Under the impressions occasioned by this happy re- 
sult, and in a review of the various difficulties which 
have been met with and overcome, the Board would be 
unjust to their own feelings, did they not record their 
conviction that the successful execution of this great 
enterprise, is mainly to be ascribed to the talents, indus- 
try, strenuous perseverance and faithful devotion of the 
principal officers of the Company, especially of Samuel 
Mifflin, Esq. the president of this Board; of Canvas 








White, Esq. engineer in chief, and Mr. William Lehman, 
principal supermtendant: Therefore. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Board be presented 
to the gentlemen above named, together with the assur- 
ance that the members of this Board will always enter- 
tain for their services the highest consideration and the 
most marked regard. 

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing be presented 
to each of the gentlemen above named. 








Pottsville, (Mount Carbon,) Dee. 29. 

The canal navigation is almost closed for this season. 
It is true it is yet open and in fine navigable order. But 
few of our coal, and other merchants will venture down 
it at this advanced stage of the season, lest their boats 
should be frozen up at a distance from home. Last 
winter the canal closed on the 15th of December, and 
this season it has remained open an unusual length of 
time. Upwards of 31,000 tons have been sent down 
this season, more than double that of last. The amount 
transmitted from here exceeds that of the Lehigh more 
than 1000 tons, and we have every reason to believe that 
the amount shipped from here next season, will be near- 
ly, if not quite, double that of the present. There will 
be many more persons engaged in the trade, more boats 
built, and avenues opened to exhaustless regions of coal. 

It is scarcely necessary to say that the sale of 31,000 
tons of coal has brought an immense deal of wealth into 
our town and neighborhood; such is obviously the fact, 
it speaks for itself. 

We believe it almost impossible for human ingenuity 


to conceive the degree of affluence and prosperity, 


which our town and country will ultimately arrive at. 
Our canal is capable of passing at least one million of 
tons annually. And should our coal trade increase in 
the same ratio it has done, in five years it will exceed 
that amount. 

What is to prevent this? Surely not an excess of 
supply or an exhaustion of the coal region. The demand 
will exceed the supply either in the foreign or domestic 
market, and the coal region, from the best conjecture 
we can form, contains a sufficient quantity to supply the 
world for ages. An.immense quantity will be shipped 
the next year to foreign countries, besides a vast deal 
coastwise. Coal has been found admirably adapted to 
the manufacture of sugar, and the consumption will be 
very great in the West Indies, where a great deal has 
already been sent for this purpose. 

The steamboats on the North river, alone, it has been 
calculated, would consume during the season, (say eight 
navigable months, ) 30,000 tons, provided the certainty 
of supply could be depended on.—There is little doubt, 
but that anthracite will soon find a profitable market in 
England. A barrel of coal was recently sent by a gen- 
tleman in this country, to a cutler in England, who, on 
making the experiment, pronounced it far superior for 
manufacturing edged tools, to any other coal then in use 
in England. Anthracite is, comparatively, but little 
known; and when it shall be completely understood, 
every other species of fuel will give place to it.—J/i- 
ners Journal. 


Schuylkill Company’s Canal.—Reading Jan. 1.—This 
day the water will be turned from the canal, and the 
navigation closed for the present season. It has been 
in operation about nine months this year—and the 
amount of commodities which it has floated to market 
is immense. 

Pennsylvania Canal.—Section nineteen, of the Sus- 
quehanna division of this canal, which was let in Au- 
gust last, has, we understand, been completed within 
the last few days. It is, we believe, the first section 
which has been completed on the Pennsylvania Canal, 
with a slope vatt founded in the river along its whole 
length. The contractors, Messrs M’Cord, Ritner and 
Cameron, took it at a very low price, much below the 
estimate of the engincer.—Harrisburg Reporter. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 9 


LEGAL DECISION. 


DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Trask and six others, 


Attachment for wages. Friday 


vs. 
Tackle, &c. of the 2ist December, 1827. 


ship Dido, John 

Welsh, owner. 

Mr. Troubat for the libellants, stated this to be a claim 
for wages up to the time when they were discharged 
from the Dido, which had been wrecked in the Dela- 
ware, the libellants having remained on board five days 
after she grounded, and assisted in saving the spars, rig- 
ging and part of the cargo, and further stated that the 
respondent refused to pay wages for the said five days, 
which the libellants insisted on as just and proper. The 
respondent claimed a postponement until the ensuing 
Friday, in order to prepare himself to resist the claim, 
which he intimated he intended to contest as far as re- 
spected the rights of wages, even to the time when the 
ship grounded. The Court allowed the postponement. 


On Friday the 28th, this claim was again urged on the 
part of the libellants, when the respondent appeared 
and informed the Court, that he had since settled with 
the libellants, and taken their receipts in full. It ap- 
peared too that the libellants had shipped and gone to 
sea.-—Mr. Troubat then stated that he had not seen the 
libellants since the last Friday—that they had settled 
without his knowledge or privity, and had not paid the 
costs of suit for which he himself had become surety; 
he therefore concluded by moving for a decree against 
Mr. Welsh the respondent, for costs, contending that 
his alleged settlement with the libellants would not pro- 
tect him from payment of the usual costs. 

His honor judge Peters granted the motion, and de- 
creed the respondent to pay the costs. —Phil. Gaz. 


—_——— 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


COAL TRADE.—Shipments of coal from Mount 











Carbon to Philadelphia, Tons. 
Per last report, 1324 boats, carrying 31,256 
Additional to Dec. 27, 5 do. do. 108 
1329 31,364 
Total of Anthracite coal from Mount Carbon, 
eens and no more is expected this season. 
The water is intended to be drawn off part of 
the canals, for the winter, in afew days. 4 
boats, with coal included in the above, and 3 
boats with 900 bbls. flour, have arrived this 
day, at Scull’s Wharf, and its vicinity, and one 
or two boats may be’sent up the river to day, 
with loading. 
Lehigh has sent from Mauch Chunk, in 1827, 30,305 
From all other places, have been sent,in 1827, 1,239 
Total, Dec. 31, 1827, 62,908 





Elections. —George Hoffman has been elected a mem- 
ber of the Assembly, for Lancaster county, in the place 
of Samuel Mohler, Esq. deceased. The following were 
the votes: 


George Hoffman 1693 
H. D. Overholtzer 1494 
Hoffman’s majority 199 





Jacob Hostitter had also 948 votes. 

James M‘Sherry has been elected a member of the 
Assembly for Adams county, in the place of Thompson 
T. Benner, deceased. 

2 


Compliment.—The Select and Common Councils of 
Pittsburgh have passed the following resolutions res- 
pecting our worthy fellow citizen, Frederick Graff, Esq. 
for furnishing them with Plans, Estimates, &c. respect- 
ing the Water-works; for which he declined receiving 
any compensation: 


Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils of the 
city of Pittsburgh, that the thanks of the councils be 
given to Frederick Graff, Esq. for the valuable informa- 
tion communicated by him, on the subject of supplying 
the city with water. 

Besolved, that the water committee be authorised to 
procure a Set of Glass, of the manufactory of Pittsburg, 
and present the same to Frederick Graff, as a testimony 
of our respect. 

Resolved, that the sum of one hundred dollars be ap- 
propriated for the purpose expressed in the above reso- 
lution. 

Incommon council, Dec. 24, 1827—read and adopted. 
E. J. ROBERTS, clk. 

In select council, read and concurred in. 

SAMUEL H. SCOTT, clk. 


APPOINTMENTS BY THB MAYOR. 

January Ist, 1828. 

Robert W. Sykes, Esq, Attorney and Solicitor for the 
Corporation. 

Thomas T* Stiles, 

Joseph Morris, 

Robert Brooke, 

Robert H. Smith, Esq. City Clerk. 

John Rugan, Collector of Water Rents. 

Benjamin Duncan, Principal Corder of Wood at Draw- 
bridge Landing, and Receiver of Wharfage. 

George Abel, Deputy for the same, in place of David 
Paul, resigned. 

Henry Myers, jr. Corder of Wood and Receiver of 
Wharfage, at Sassafras (Race st.) Landing. 

John Marley, Corder of Wood on Schuylkill, and Re- 
ceiver of Wharfage, and Corder of Wood brought to 
the City by land. 

John M‘Lean, 

Samuel P. Garrigues, 

Sree wae ¢ Clerks of High st. Market. 

Joshua Hensey, 

John Land, Clerk of Second st. Market. 

Henty Vollum, Clerk of Broad st. Market. 

John Kline, Superintendant for cleaning the city, 
Southern District. 

Joseph Lawrence, Superintendant for cleaning the city, 
Northern District. 

Isaac Richman, Captain of the Night Watch. 

Samuel Stevens, Lieutenant of the Night Watch. 

Joseph G. Nancrede, M.D. Vaccine Physician. 

Thomas Porter, N.E. Division. 

Benjamin W. Nicholson, S.E.do. 

John P. Roberts, S.W. do. 

James Kerr, N. W. do. 

Enoch Lewis, City Regulator and Surveyor, in place of 
Reading Howell, deceased. 


t City Commissioners. 


¢ High Constables. 


Collector of Cases for 
the Vac. Physician. 


FINANCES OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


The following tables of the Finances of the State have 
been compiled from the Auditor’s Reports presented an- 
nually to the Legislature. It was our intention to have 
carried them back to the commencement of the State 
government; but finding those early statements not 
drawn up in the methodical manner in which they are at 
present, we found that it would swell the tables to an 
jitmoderate size. The preserit commence with the year 
1802, and we believe embrace most of the items which at 
present will be considered interesting 
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BROM THB AUDITOR GENERA}’S REPORT TO SHB 
LEGISLATURE. 


Bank and other stock, the property of the Common- 
wealth, November, 1827. 


BANK STOCK. 

2,500 shares in the Bank 

of Pennsylvania, sub- 

scribed by the state on 

its incorporation, $400 

per share, 1,000,000 00 
1,250 ditto, subscribed in 

pursuance of an act pas- 

sed in February, 1810, 

extending the charter, 500,000 00 
—_————. 1,500,000 00 
5,233 ditto, in the Phila- 


delphia bank, at $100 

per share, 523,360 00 
1,708 ditto, in the Farmers’ 

and Mechanics’ bank, at 

$50 per share, 85,400 00 





$2,108,700 00 


TURNPIKE STOCK. 
Harrisburg, Carlisle and Chambersburg $84,499 987 
Chambersburg and Bedford 171,911 784 


Bedford and Stoystown 103,999 974 
Stoystown and Greensburg 112,500 00 
Greensburg and Pittsburg 89,000 00 
Huntingdon, Cambria and Indiana 171,824 024 
Erie and Waterford 5,000 00 
Perkioming and Reading 53,000 00 
Gap and Newport 20,000 00- 


Waynesburg, Greencastle and Mercerburg 11,379 96 
Morgantown, Churchtown and Blue Ball 9,000 00 


Little Conestogo 9,977 96 
Berks and Dauphin 29,000 00 
Lancaster and Middletown 10,000 00 
Susquehanna and Lehigh 10,000 00 
Easton and Wilkesbarre 12,500 00 
Milford and Oswego 31,000 00 
Downingtown, Ephrata and Harrisburg 59,930 37 
Centre and Kishacoquillas 20,000 00 
Centre 80,000 00 
Susquehanna and York 5,000 00 
York and Gettysburg 39,972 914 
New Holland 10,000 00 
Springhouse, Northampton and Bethlehem 10,000 00 
Cayuga and Susquehanna 6,000 00 
Susquehanna and Tioga 30,400 00 
Mercer and Meadville 19,666 00 
Bridgewater and Wilkesbarre 25,000 00 
Pittsburg and New Alexandria 48,360 65 
New Alexandria and Conemaugh 16,021 104 
Belmont and Easton 17,500 00 
Phillipsburg and Susquehanna 17,000 00 
Pittsburg and Butler 19,666 66 
Butler and Mercer 19,666 66 


Anderson’s Ferry, Waterford and New Haven 10,000 00 


Pittsburg and Steubenville 25,000 00 
Ridge Road 25,000 00 
Bethany and Dingman’s choice 8,000 00 
Robbstown and Mount Pleasant 15,000 00 
Mount Pleasant and Somerset 18,499 784 
Somerset and Bedford 18,508 204 
Hanover and Carlisle 10,000 00 
Millerstown and Lewistown 35,759 75 
Bellefonte and Phillipsburg 19,473 00 


Philadelphia, Brandywine and New London 3,500 00 


Belmont and Oghquega 5,000 00 
Harrisburg ond Millerstown 39,699 494 
Philadelphia and Great Bend 9,646 68 
Lewistown and Huntingdon 46,535 21 
Armstrong and Indiana 9,000 00 
Clifford and Wilkesbarre 4,832 34 





Indiana and Ebensburg 12,000 00 
Washington and Williamsport 3,333 33 
Washington and Pittsburg 9,570 60 
Lycomiug and Potter 10,144 894 
Middletown and Harrisburg 14,000 00 


Bellefonte, Aaronsburg & Youngmanstown 12,230 43 


$1,871,707 92 








BRIDGES & CANALS. 
Columbia 90,000 00 
Harrisburg 90,000 00 
Northumberland 50,000 00 
Lewisburg or Derrytown 20,000 00 
Nescopeck Bridge Company 8,009 00 
Schuylkill Bridge at Pottstown 3,000 00 
Monongahela Bridge 40,000 00 
Allegheny Bridge 40,000 00 
French Creek Bridge at Franklin 5,000 00 
Conemaugh Bridge Company 5,000 00 
Big Beaver Bridge Company 15,000 00 


Wilkesbarre Bridge per Act of the 26th of 


March, 1821 13,060 00 
Ditto per Act of March 30, 1824 13,955 22 
Union Canal 45,000 00 
Schuylkill Navigation Company 50,000 00 
500 shares in the Chesapeake and Delaware 

Canal, subscribed by the Philadelphia 
Bank, and to be transferred to the state at 
the expiration of 15 years from the date 
of subscription, per Act of the 28th of 
March, 1823 100,000 00 


$587,955 22 


RECAPITULATION. 
Bank Stock 
Turnpike Stock 
Bridge and Canal Stock 


2,108,700 00 
1,871,707 92 
587,955 22 








Total amount of Stock $4,568,363 14 


MESSAGE, 
Of Govennon Suvuize, to the General Assembly of 


Pennsylvania. 
Fellow Citizens: 

Among-+the duties which constitutionally devolve on 
the Chief Magistrate, there is none more important than 
the annual message which he delivers at the opening of 
every session of the General Assembly. It is my good 
fortune, every year, to approach the discharge of this 
high duty with renewed and increased feclings of grati- 
fication. General health, and a multiplication of the 
good things of this world, are every where to be found 
throughout Pennsylvania. We are at peace, and plenty 
flows in upon us through every channel. The national 
debt contracted for the revolutionary war; by the pur- 
chase of Louisiana and the Floridas, and by the war of 
1812, is nearly discharged, and the balance is paying. off 
with unexampled rapidity; yet we are in the full enjoy- 
ment of the rights of. man, and of nations, and we have 
not only no direct tax to pay, but we have immense sums 
to devote to the erection of fortifications, and the ad- 
vancement of internal improvements. May the Giver of 
all good fill our hearts with gratitude that our lot has 
been cast in such a country, and at such times as the 
present! The prosperity we now enjoy, is not one 
which arises from the devastating march of war in other 
countries, but is a consequence of that wise course of 
policy which has called forth all our resources and all 
our industry. Upon its permanence, therefore, we may 
confidently rely, and entertain a reasonable hope that 
it will increase as our resources, talents and industry shall 
be encouraged to develope themselves. 

There is no good, which government can bestow, that 
we have not derived from it. There is scarcely an evil 
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which a watchful government can avert which we have 
not escaped.—After fifty years’ experience, of an untried, 
but well considered system, we are prosperous and hap- 
y, beyond all former example, and enjoying, in the 
ighest possible degree, the invaluable rights and privi- 
leges of civil and religious liberty. We cannot be too 
grateful to Almighty God for all the blessings we enjoy, 
nor too anxious in our prayers to have them preserved 
to us and to our posterity. 

On the system of internal improvement long practised 
upon in this commonwealth, I submitted my opinions at 
considerable length at the opening of the last session of 
the General Assembly. Upon a careful revision, I do not 
think there is any thing ] could wish to alter; to it, there- 
fore, reference may be had, if any shall be deemed ne- 
cessary, as to the Governor’s views of that interesting 
subject. I have the satisfaction to state, that no doubt is 
entertained that the Union Canal will be completed early 
in the spring. The summit level, being in a limestone 
country, it has been found necessary to plank a distance 
of seven miles. When this is finished, this great work 
will be ready to go into full operation. The whole line 
of the Pennsylvania Canal is under contract, and the 
contracts have been made at a price far below the esti- 
mate of the engineers. From the representations made, 
I feel assured that fifty miles of the western section of 
this canal will be completed next spring. I will not, 
however, anticipate the interesting facts which will be 
submitted for your consideration in the report of the ca- 
nal commissioners. 

By these improvements, when completed, the resour- 
ces of Pennsylvania will be greatly augmented; her agri- 
culture encouraged; her manufactures extended; and 
her internal commerce facil.tated and enlarged. These 
cardinal interests, which thrive only in conjunction, will 
act upon each other with a mutually beneficial effect, to 
the common advantage of all our fellow citizens. The 
farmer who supplies the raw materials, as well as the 
food for the manufacturer, will find a steady and increas- 
ing market, in his neighbourhood, for the surplus pro- 
duction of his farm. The manufacturer, if duly encour- 
aged, willin return furnish the fabrics of ingenuity and 
industry. The facilities of communication will extend 
this profitable intercourse throughout the commonwealth 
and while they give value to the minerals abounding in 
the soil of Pennsylvania, they will open new resources 
of wealth and additional incentives to industry. These 
benefits are already partially felt and there is no reason 
to doubt but they will go on diffusing themselves upon 
a scale co-extensive with the liberal plan which the wis- 
dom of the Legislature has devised. 

It has been said, and the .truth cannot be too often re- 
peated, that in cultivating her own cardinal interests, 
Pennsylvania is promoting also the welfare of the other 
states- The strength of this union depends, in no mean 
respect, upon the capacity of the several states to supply 
each others wants, and the intercourse of kindness and 
good offices which its free exercise will produce. Penn- 
sylvania, rich in coal and iron, producing in abundance 
food for man, and provided by the bounty of Providence, 
with numerous streams of water, affording the elemen- 
tary power to set machinery in motion, seems destined 
to contribute a considerable part of her quota, towards 
the general welfare, by the fruits of industry skilfully 
applied to manufactures.—The maintenance of her rela- 
tive rank and her ability to uphold that union, upon 
which our peace and happiness so much depend, is there- 
fore, inseparably connected with internal improvement and 
American manufactures. \t is satisfactory to observe, 
that justly appreciating her interests and her duty, 
she has spared no exertion to promote the one and fulfil 
the other, in a manner worthy of her character and 
standing. 

In regard, however, to both these great objects, there 
are duties belonging to the government of the Union, 
and there are powers commensurate with those duties, 
as unquestionable in their constitutional existence as 
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they are beneficial in their operation, and indispensable, 

to give due effect to the policy of the individual states. — 

They concern the general welfare, and correspond with 

the national exigency. They are the concentrated ener- 

gy of all, applied under the guidance of all, to the com- 

mon objects which transcend the powers, or the ability, 

of the particular states, yet are necessary for the general 

government. ‘To open, or to aid in opening, those great 

lines of interior communication, which promise extensive 

national benefits, in peace and war; to protect American 

manufactures, and give encouragement to domestic in- 
dustry, by adequate duties upon articles of foreign com- 
petition;—are within those powers of Congress which 

have been invariably acceded, and whose value becomes 
more obyious as the bounds of our confederation are 
extended by the admission of new states. One of those 
great interior .communications, in which the United 
States and this state are deeply interested, is now so 
happily advancing that, early next summer, a sloop navi- 
gation will be in full operation, connecting the waters of 
the Chesapeake and Delaware. This great improvement 
has thus far advanced, and it is expected will be brought 
to perfection, by the funds furnished by the United 
States Government, by the government of the states of 
Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland, and. by indi- 
viduals. 

It is upon the exercise, by congress, of these powers, 
at proper times, that Pennsylvania must rely to carry into 
full effect her essential policy, and to crown the liberal 
efforts she has made within her borders to encourage 
domestic manufactures, and promote domestic trade and 
intercourse. Our home industry, indeed, must depend 
entirely upon congress against foreign legislation and 
foreign disturbance, since the powers which have been 
granted to the general government, and are alone ade- 
quate to the object, have by the great charter of our 
union, been expressly denied to the government of the 
states. 

intimately associated with the view just presented is 
another object of exclusive national cognizance, anxious- 
ly desired by the eastern portion of this commonwealth, 
and it must be acknowledged very important in its bear- 
ing upon the interests of Pennsylvania, as well as most 
of her sister states. ‘Thé construction of a break water, 
or artificial harbour, at the mouth of Delaware bay would 
afford increased security to the trade of the bay and river; 
wouldaid the coasting trade of the United States; would 
benefit our chief commercial city; and by improving the 
outlet towards which, on the Atlantic side, all our im- 
provements tend, would render them more valuable and 
productive by the inducement which it would offer to 
our brethren in the west, to pass their produce and re- 
turns within the limits of the state. Having done so 
much for herself, it seems not unreasonable to hope that 
Congress will second her exertions by doing, within the 
appropriate sphere of the power of the Union, what is 
required to give them die effect. 

The act passed by the General Assembly, April 8, 
1826, for the restoration of the circuit court, and to alter 
the judiciary system of the commonwealth, appears to 
give general satisfaction in the several counties of the 
state. The system, however, is still believed by the peo- 
ple, and the judges, to be susceptible of much improve- 
ment. And it is probable that no subject, which claims 
the attention of the Legislature, could more beneficially 
engage it, than the manner in which the laws, generally, 
are administered throughout the commonwealth. The 
laws, in relation to intestates, would assuredly be im- 
proved, if they were carefully revised. The organiza- 
tion and laws, respecting the orphans’ court, have so 
forcibly impressed my mind, as to the necessity of amend- 
ment, that I have in two former messages, to which I 
beg leave to refer, called legislative attention to the 
subject. 

The commissioners appointed to revise the penal code 
of the commonwealth, will, it is expected, make their 
report, so as to be laid before you, early in the session, 
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and thereby enable you to legislate on this important 
branch of our jurisprudence. 

By the laws, regulating hawkers and pedlars, the 
the courts of quarter sessions are authorized to recom- 
mend to the state executive, for license, those citizens, 
who from age, loss of limbs, or other bodily infirmity, are 
prevented from acquiring a livelihood by labour. ‘To 
obtain this license, from the seat of government, is at- 
attended with delay, trouble and expense. It is suggest- 
ed, therefore, whether the object of the law would not 
be as effectually complied with, by authorizing the 
courts to grant such licenses. The fees to be received 
and accounted for by the county treasurer. Licenses 
are now granted, by law, in this manner to tin pedlars, 
without any disadvantage to the interest of the common- 
wealth. 

A settlement has been made of the account, arising 
out of the late war, between the government of the 
United States, and the state of Pennsylvania, by which 
a balance is found in favour of the state, exceeding in 
value two hundred thousand dollars. This settlement 
has been ratified by the general government, and will 
be laid before you. 

A report of the trial of the case of the commonwealth 
vs. the Harrisburg Canal, Fire Insurance and Water 
Company, before the Supreme Court, at Sunbury, on an 
issue directed by that court, pursuant to an act of Assem- 
bly, will be laid before the Legislature. There are fees 
due to witnesses, sheriff and prothonotary, for services 
rendered in this action, for the payment of which, no 
appropriation has been made by law; as the Harrisburg 
company has dissolved, I recommend that provision be 
made to defray the expenses incurred in prosecuting the 
suit to a termination. 

The last loan, authorized by act of Assembly, was 
taken by the Bank of Pennsylvania, on better terms for 
the Commonwealth, than any former loan it has made. 
On this subject, and on all others connected with the 
financial concerns of the state, the report of the state 
Treasurer and Auditor General will, it is believed, pre- 
sent clear and satisfactory statements and views. 


The agreeable duty enjoined on the Governor, of 


communicating to Governor Carrol of Tennessee, the 
high and sincere regard entertained by the representa- 
tives of his native state, for his distinguished military 
services during the late war, was faithfully discharged. 
A copy of the resolution of the General Assembly, and 
a letter from the Governor of Pennsylvania, were trans- 
mitted to Governor Carrol, whose answer has been re- 
ceived. These papers shall be transmitted to the Legis- 
lature. The sword directed to be presented to captain 
David Conner, of the navy, for his skill and gallantry in 
the late war, was presented to that distinguished officer, 
by the Adjutant General of the state, on the last anniver- 
sary of the Declaration of Independence, in front of 
that hall in which it was adopted. 

The great number of reports from public officers, 
boards of commissioners, and incorporated companics, 
which are annually laid on the table of the representa- 
tives of the people, give them much valuable and minute 
information, as to the condition and wants of the com- 
monwealth. 

Among the injunctions of the constitution, there is 
none more interesting than that which enjoins it asa 
duty on the Legislature to provide for the education of 
the poor throughout the Commonwealth. Whether we 
regard it in its probable influence upon the stability of 
our free republican government, or as it may contribute 
to social and individual happiness, it equally deserves 
the earnest and unremitted attention of those who are 
honoured with the high trust of providing for the public 
welfare. Ifthe culture of the understanding and heart, 
be entirely neglected in early life, there is great reason 
to fear that evil propensities will take root, where, with 
proper discipline, there might have been a rich harvest of 
usefulness and worth. A knowledge of our rights, and 
a sense of our duties, a just estimate of the value of the 
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blessings we enjoy, and an habitual desire to preserve 
them, are, the wholesome fruits of that good seed, whieh 
itis the object, aud with the favour of Providence, the 
effect of moral and intellectual instruction to implant. 
It cannot be supplied to all in equal measure, but it is 
hoped, the time will come, when none will be left en- 
tirely destitute. Then will the Legislature truly be, in 
this respect, what the framers of the constitution desired 
it should be, a parent to the children of the poor—and 
they in return, will have strong inducements to love and 
to honour, and to do their utmost to perpetuate, the free 
institutions from which they derive so signal a benefit; so 
prolific a source of happiness. 

Until the difficulties, in the way of a general plan of 
education-for all, which have hitherto been found insu- 
perable, be overcome, it will be in the power, as it has 
always been in accordance with the disposition of the 
Legislature, to afford a liberal aid to the exertions of 
public spirited and benevolent citizens, as well as to pro- 
mote such local schemes of instruction, as may be suited 
to particular parts of the state, though not applicable to 
all. What has been done in this way, has, it is believed, 
been productive of much good; and has caused the pa- 
ternal care of the Legislature to be gratefully felt, and 
affectionately acknowledged. 

In conducting the great experiment of free govern- 
ment, founded on written constitutions, and carried into 
effect by the representatives of the people, itis no less the 
duty, than it is the interest of the citizens of the republic, 
to exercise towards each other, and towards their pub 


lic functionaries, a spirit of kindness and conciliation, of 


mutual respect and forbearance. Differences of opinion 
will arise, where there is freedom of choice and discus- 
sion, and they will ocaasionally be accompanied with 
earnestness and warmth. But we owe it to ourselves, 
and we owe it to the lofty position we occupy in the 
world, to avoid every thing which may shake the confi- 
dence of mankind in the competency of man for self-go- 
vernment, or wastefully diminish the stock of our nation 
al reputation, by detracting from the distinguished indi- 
vidual reputations of which it is composed. ‘The success 
of the cause of free government, which we all anxiously 
desire to promote, is of finitely more importance than 
the occasional questions which excite and divide us. 
These considerations should be of sufficient weight to 
suppress violent feelings, which if indulged, might en 
danger all that is most conducive to our character as a 
people, and our happiness as individuals. 

It shall be my study, as it is my duty and inclination, 
cordially to co-operate with the General Assembly, in 
carrying into full effect whatever measures they may 
devise, to ensure the freedom, and contribute to the 
happiness of those who have selected us to watch over 
their welfare, and guard their rights. 

J. ANDW. SHULZE. 

Harrisburg, Dec. 6, 1827. 





LEGISLATURE or PENNSYVANIA. 


In Sexate—Saturday, Dee. 15. 

Mr. Hawkins, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
made report, which was read as follows: 

The Judiciary committee to. whom was referred the 
petition of a number of the citizens of the county of 
Beaver, relating to the Society at Economy, 

REPORT: 

That they have carefully examined the petitions and 
documents submitted to them, and have heard the state- 
ments of the representatives of the parties interested, 
from which they have gathered a slight knowledge of 
the rise, progress and present condition of the society; 
a brief sketch of which may gratify the curiosity, if it 
should not contribute to a proper understanding of the 
subject referred to your committee. 

It scems that a Mr. Grorce Rapp, and his followers, 
who now constitute the society at Economy, emigrated 
to this country from the province of Swabia; having left 
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there as they assert, on account of persecution for their 
religious opinions. Mr. Rapp, arrived in this country im 
the year 1803 or 4, a year in advance of his followers, to 
look out a body of land, on which to settle them. Ac- 
cordingly he purchased a quantity of land in Butler 
county, and in a short time afterwards, the company set- 
tled and improved it, and built a town which they called 
HARMONY. They laid out a vineyard, built mills, raised 
sheep and erected a large cloth manufactory, with which 
they succeeded weil. But having the cultivation of the 
grape very much at heart, which appeared not to do so 
well as they wished; their merino sheep likewise not 
thriving so well, they transferred themselves to the state 
of Indiana, near the Wabash, where the climate was sup- 
posed to be more congenial to the cultivation of the vine 
as also for raising merino sheep, both of which seem to 
have been leading objects of their wishes. Governed 
by these considerations, they bought a large body of 
land, sold their establishment at Harmony, and went 
down the river to the new purchase. There they cleared 
alarge body of land, built a beautiful village, erected a 
cotton and woolen manufactory, a brewhouse, 2 distille- 
ry and steam mill. But after remaining there sometime, 
it was discovered that the change of the climate and un- 
healthiness of the country, called for a speedy retreat. 
The sociéty therefore determined to return to Penn- 
sylvania, and pursuant to that resolution purchased a 
large body of land on the Ohio, in Beaver county, about 
cighteen miles below Pittsburg; here they commenced 
their operations about three years ago. They cleared a 
spot of ground, on which they have built a handsome 
town, now consisting of about 130 houses, and not less 
than 800 souls—among these are an elegant church, a 
large woollen and cotton manufactory, a store, a tavern, a 
large steam mill, a brewery, distillery, tanyard, and va- 
rious other work shops. Besides this they have a large 
and commodious house built for a concert-hall, of 120 ft. 
by 54 ft. arched underneath, in which they have a mu- 
seum of natural curiosities, a collection of minerals, a 
mathematical school, a library, and a drawing school.— 
‘The committee have also understood, that they purchase 
from 60 to 70,000 dollars worth of wool, and about 20 
or 30,000 dollars worth of other articles from the sur- 
rounding country, for manufacture and consumption. 
With the objects of the society or its policy or regula- 
tions your committee have derived but a very limited 
knowledge, except what is communicated in a document 
accompanying the petition of the complainants, which is 
altogether exparte and was unsupported by the oaths of 
those who signed it. It seems to be admitted, however, 


and not denied by either party, that the joint labour and | 


property of the society, is either held or was originally 
intended to be held and enjoyed in common, and that 
George Rapp, the priest and patriarch of the company, 
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and regulations of the society. Jacob Shriver, (whose 
case gives rise to the present application,) states that he 
entered into this association at the age of seventeen, and 
remained among them about twenty years; when, having 
made some discoveries which caused him to be dissatisti- 
ed, he leftthem. When he entered the society, he ¢on- 
tributed no property to the common stock, 90 that his 
claim is wholly for services rendered. He states in the 
petition, “That the inhabitants are now suffering the 
greatest injustice and imposition, contrary to the spirit 
of the constitution, &c.” but does not refer to the nature 
of the offence against the constitution, or to any partieu- 
lar clause in the constitution which is violated. Your 
committee are therefore at a foss to understand in what 
particular the constitution is infringed. He also sets forth, 
that numbers, through ignorance, have been drawn into 
the slavery of George Rapp, through the delusion of be- 
ing joint partners of the institution; but when they wish~ 
ed to withdraw, they found they were mistaken, and 
were not allowed one cent for their services. Without 
presuming to affirm, or deny the truth of these aflega- 
gations, your committee are clearly of opinion that they 
are legitimate subjects of judicial enquiry. Nor have the 
petitioners pointetl out any definite mode of relief, which 
could be given by the legislature. If Mr. Shriver has 
voluntarily entered into a contract with Rapp, individu- 
ally, there can be no doubt of his obtaining redress, in a 
court of law, if by the terms or nature of his contract he 
be entitled to it—but if his agreement was with the so- 
ciety, whether it has been faithfully complied with or not, 
it is absolutely void. As a society, having no charter of 
incorporation, they have no legal existence—they can 
make no binding contract, nor can they sue or be sued. 
If Mr. Shriver has made a contract, which has turned 
out to his disadvantage, it is his own fault. That con- 
tract can neither be cancelled by the legislature, nor can 
they create a new one for him. Besides, a suit at law has 
been brought, and is now pending undetermined, in the 
court of common pleas, of Beaver county; and if no other 
difficulty was presented, this would seem a sufficient 
one, at least for a del.y of legislative interference. That 
he should have spent twenty years, in the prime of his 
life, in che service of the society, and then leave it, may 
perhaps be regarded as a serious evil; but it was one 
which was brought upon him by his own aet. When he 
entered into it, he entered with the knowledge, that the 
forfeiture of his labour‘would be the consequence of his 
withdrawal; and in consideration of his services, while 
there, if he had remained, he was entitled by the terms 
of his contract, to shelter, food and other necessaries of 
life, and be instructed in the religious opinions of their 
priest and ruler, Mr. Rapp. 

‘That a society thus formed should spring up in the 
bosom of a country, whose constitution and laws are 


has the supervision, controul and management over all | based upon the equal rights of man, may seem novel and 


their concerns, both spiritual and temporal. They have 
formed at different times, two several constitutions; one 
at Wabash and the other at Economy, which contain 


| extraordinary. 





But that they have a right to associate 
in this way, by their own agreement, while they commit 
no overt acts of transgression against the laws of the 


provisions very similar, except that the last one is more | country, cannot, perhaps, at this day, be questioned. 


favourable to persons disposed to withdraw. It contains 
in substance the following conditions, viz. 

Ist. That all holding property, who joined in the so- 
ciety, put it into the common stock, and when they 
leave the society, they get back what they put in, without 
interest. 

2d. Those who put no property in the society, and 
leave the society without leave, or giving notice to the 
society of their intention, their services are to be consi- 
dered voluntary, and entitled to no compensation. 

3d. That those who put no property in the common 
stock, who give notice of their intention to leave the so- 
ciety, and behave well, will be given something to begin 
the world with, the amount in the discretion of the so- 
ciety. 

_ Before signing this, persons having a desire for admis- 
sion, have a probation from six to nine months, during 
which time they are instructed in the principles, rules 





Whether the sum of human happiness is advaneed, or 
the cause of religion and the commonwealth promoted, 
by such associations, your committee deem it improper 
to inquire. Neither does it seem to your committee, to 
be within the scope of legislative duties, to inquire 
whether the society has been brought together, as has 
been suggested, either through superstition, ignorance, 
ordesign. If it be so, the true christian and philanthro- 
pist may lament, but no power in this government can 
shackle the free operations of the mind im its religious. 
exercises, or prevent any freeman from disposing of his: 
property or services as may seem to him right. There 
is a marked difference between a voluntary contribution 
toa religious society, and a compulsory one. In the 
former case, it is lawful for a citizen to maintain by his 
property or service whatsoever churches he pleases; but 
in the latter the great chart of our liberties declafes, 
**that all men have a natural and indefeasible right to 
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worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their 
own conciences; that no man, of right, can be compelled 
to attend, erect or support any place of worship or to 
maintain any ministry against his consent; that no human 
authority, can in any case whatever, control or interfere 
with the rights of conscience, and that no preference 
shall be given, by law, to any religious establishment or 
modes of worship.” 

While your committee thus express themselves with 
regard to the power of the legislature, or the legal obli- 
gation of the parties to this controversy, they cannot 
suppress some feelings of regret, that charges made 
against the society, are of such a nature as renders them 
improper subjects of legislative inquiry —Your commit- 
tee has not thought it proper to condense those charges 
in their veport: Ist. Because they are not established by 
proof; and 2dly. Because, if established, they are not fit 
subjects for legislative investigation. They, however, 
deem it their duty, in order to lay the whole matter 
before the senate, to submit the document containing 
those charges, with this report; so that the nature and 
extent of those charges may be understood. It is per- 
haps to be regretted, that no method can be thought on 
by which those charges, if true, can be publicly investi- 
gated, and if false, detected and refuted. Upon the 
whole, your committee recommend the adoption of the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

Laid on the table. 

MISCELLANEA CURIOSA. 

1683. March 12. N. M. President to the Society of 
¥ree Traders, for speaking against the proceedings of 
the governor, provincial council and assembly, was or- 


dered to appear before the governor and council, who’ 


exhorted him to prevent the like for the future. 

15. J. P. was ordered to pay 5s. and be reproved for 
being disordered in drink. 

The assembly agreed nemine contradicente, that all 
laws should be prepared and proposed by the governor 
and council. 

1685. 9th. 11th mo. The secretary reporting to the 
council that in the chronologie of the almanack sett forth 
by Samuel Atkins of Philadelphia, and printed by Wm. 
Bradford of the same place, there was these words: (the 
beginning of government here by the Lord Penn) the 
council sent for Samuel Atkins and ordered him to blott 
out the words Lord Penn; and likewise for Wm. Brad- 
ford the printer, and gave him charge not to print any 
thing but what shall have lycence from the council. 

1686. 17th. 9th. mo. The petition of Abraham Opden- 
grafe was read, for the governor’s promise to him who 
should make the first and finest piece of linen cloath. 

1683. 7th. 12th. me. Margaret Mattson and Yethro 
Hendrickson examined and about to be proved witches; 
whereupon this board ordered that Neels Mattson should 
enter into a recognizance of fifty pounds for his wife’s 
appearance before this board the 27th instant. Hendrick 
Jacobson doth the same for his wife. 

27th. of the 12th mo. Margaret Matson’s indictment 
was read, and she pleads not guilty, and will be tryed by 
the country. The jury went forth, and upon their re- 
turne brought her in guilty of having the common fame 
of a witch; but not guilty in manner and forme as she 
stands indicted. 

Neels Mattson and Antho. Neelson enters into a recog- 
nizance of fifty pounds apiece, for the good behaviour 
of Margaret Matson for six months. Jacob Hendrickson 
enters into the recognizance of fifty pounds for the good 
behaviour of Yethro Hendrickson for six months. 

1684. 10th. 3d. mo. The governor informes the coun- 
cili that he had called the Indians together, and proposed 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Domestic Consumers.——We understand that at a mil! 
erected on Chester creek, in Delaware county, near Vil- 
lege Green, one hundred bushels of wheat are ground 
and consumed weekly by the manufacturers of a neigh- 
boring establishment. ‘This, at one dollar per bushel, 
will amount to $5200 per annum raised and consumed— 
a fact and argument in favour of domestic manufactures 
well worthy of notice. —Vil. Ree. 


Vaccination —Dr. Joseph G. Nancrede, Vaccine Phy- 
sician for the city of Philadelphia, has reported to the 
city clerk the names and residences of 1724 persons 
successfully vaccinated by him during the past year. 


Manufactures.—The House of Representatives of the 
United States, on the Sist Dec. adopted the following 
resolution, offered by Mr. Oakley: Resolved, That the 
Committee on Manufactures be empowered to send for 
and examine persons on oath, concerning the present 
condition of our manufactures, and to report the minutes 
of such examination to this house—Yeas 102. Nays 87. 


Iron.—The forge belonging to Mr. A. M’Calmont, of 
this place, is now in operation, and is manufacturing 
iron of an excellent quality. These works are calculat- 
ed to drive two hammers, and have been erected within 
the past season. 

We now have two forges within less than two miles 
of Franklin, which when completed, will manufacture 
daily from two to three tons of first rate iron. The pig’ 
metal at present used in these establishments, we have 
been informed, yields from 75 to 80 per cent.—Venango 
Democrat. 





CHRONICLE. 


Bank U.S.—Nicholas Biddle and John B Trevor, of 
Pennsylvania; Campbell P. White of New York; E. J. 
Dupont, of Delaware; and Benj. Hatcher, of Virginia; 
have been appointed by the President to be Directors 
on the part of government, for the current year. 

Pittsburgh, Dec. 26. 

Snow.—On Friday night last, snow fell to the depth 
of about four inches. It is the first that we have had 
this season. 


Harrisburg, (Penn.) Dec 29. 

Accident.—On Saturday last a distressing accident oc- 
curred in Lyken’s valley. The following are the parti- 
culars as related to us:—Christian Messner and James 
Woodside, brothers-in-law, went out together to hunt 
deer. Having killed one they skinned it and went home 
different ways. Messner carrying the skin of the deer 
threw it over his shoulders. —Woodside, sometime after 
they had separated, heard a rustling in the bushes, and 
saw the tail of a deer, he raised his rifle and fired, and 
killed instantaneously his friend and brother-in-law. — 
Argus. 

Mild Weather.—Yesterday afternoon (Jan. 3.) A bat 
was observed flying for several hours, evidently from 
its motions, in search of prey; and ‘with the agility pecu 
liar to them on a summers eve.—Poulson. 

Intemperance.—The Pennsylvania Socicty for dis- 
couraging the use of ardent spirits—at a quarterly meet- 
ing held 26th Nov. last—appointed Alexander Henry, 
Matthew Carey and David M’Clure, a committee to re- 
quest the several clergymen of Philadelphia to deliver 
one or more discourses to their respective congregations 
to promote the important object of the association. 
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to them to let them have rum, if they would be content- | annum—payable in s1x monTus after the commencement 


ed to be punished as the English were; which they did 
agree to, provided that the law of not selling them rum 
be abolished.—Council Books. 
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